
How Common Are Home Rental Scams and Fraud? 

In the first quarter of this year, we want to talk about the work we’re doing to protect you
from scams and fraud. In your next three newsletters, you can expect to read about:

How common are scams and fraud?
How scams hurt rental property owners.
How we’re protecting you and your property.

How common is fraud?
According to the Federal Trade Commission, the number of reported rental scams grow
from year to year. Identity theft and imposter scams are the most common types of fraud,
and in 2019, the FTC investigated more than 2 million cases. 

Rental scams fall into the imposter scam category.
 

How do these scams work?
With rental property fraud, you could be scammed without realizing it. 

Scammers often advertise rentals that don’t exist or aren’t available. Or, they’ll steal your
ad and even your photos and create a similar listing, usually for a lot less money. People
will respond, and the scammer will collect funds from prospective tenants. 

Those tenants think they’re renting your property – which puts you in a very bad position.
You won’t be able to find the scammer, and you’ll have an angry would-be tenant
demanding their money back – from you.

 

How can we not be victims of these scams?
The best way to avoid these situations is to understand how they work and to stay one step
ahead of the perpetrators. Strong policies and procedures for listing properties and photos
helps. At PRANDI Property Management, we’re always working to educate potential
tenants so they know not to fall for rental prices that look too good to be true or send
money before seeing a property. 

We track potential scams and monitor our listings carefully. Our systems keep you safe
from fraud, and we continue improving on our processes as these scammers try to get
more creative. 



We hope you found this useful, and we’ll talk to you more next month about the real
damage this type of fraud can do. If you know a fellow property owner who could benefit
from this information, please forward this email along and let them know we’re here to help.
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PRANDI Property Management had a robust year in the rental market. With well over 100
single family homes leased in 2020, we found that our average rental price in Marin was

$4,476/month. The average price per square foot was $2.63.  As anticipated, August was
our busiest month of the year for rental activity but June, and surprisingly November were
our second and third busiest. We anticipate 2021 to be  equally robust with more and more

people working from home, leaving the city and looking for more space to spread out.

PRANDI tip of the month: clear out debris; make a fresh start of the year in your yard and in
your home. Donate old clothes that you don’t wear, change out some keepsakes on the

shelves and freshen things up. You’ll feel great.
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Let us help you...thinking of buying or selling? 
We work with ONLY THE BEST! 

Call or email Melissa Prandi, MPM today! 
She would love to introduce you to a premium REALTOR.
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Contact Us

https://www.prandiprop.com/contact/

